The Heavens shall DISSOLVE and the Elements shall MELT with Fervent Heat  
The Apostle Peter describes a Major Event that seems Rather Inapplicable

as it Regards our Understanding of the Millennial Age.    What do we Not FULLY Understand and Where does this Disconcerting Prophecy Factor-In?
     
                                                        © Rich Traver,  81520-1411,   9-12-06    [ 82 ]
With all of the ‘doom and gloom’ prophecies put forth by both the religious world and now even our secular world, it would seem that a scenario such as we read in 2nd Peter 3 would fit right in.  Though Peter says it more than once, few cite this passage, as it seems to contradict our depiction of the Millennial Kingdom that is the major focus of our understanding of the post-Advent future.  Those who envision the Earth being devoid of life, becoming just a burned-out clinker, following Jesus’ second coming may find this ‘useful’ but only after rejecting all of the other clear prophecies which describe the 1000 years rule of Christ and His Spirit-Born Saints on the Earth. 

The END of the Earth?
The passage of interest is: “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. (2nd Peter 3:10-13)
I don’t know about you, but this description, taken literally, doesn’t come anywhere near to my expec-tations of the coming Millennial Kingdom of God. It appears that Peter is telling us that the material Earth and its atmosphere as we know it is not a per-manent structure. That at some point in time all that we know is going to be consumed! (The Greek word: Luo, (Strongs #3089) destroy, dissolve, melt) 
The question is, what do we do with this passage? Was Peter correct?  Did he understand the same things we understand?  Is this prophecy only semi-metaphorical, something that we can dismiss, or is there a real time when the heavens and earth as we know it will be dissolved by a great consuming fire unlike anything we’ve conceived of?  (Heb. 12:29)
If literally true, we have major questions!  What was Peter talking about, exactly when is this event to happen, for what reason and what is the ultimate point of it all?

Understanding GOD
In fact, we are here given a rare and priceless glimpse into the ultimate future. One some won’t see!  But in order to understand when this passage applies, we must first understand the nature and the ultimate intent of the TRUE GOD, the Father and GOD 
 of Jesus Christ and His Spirit-Born Saints.  Admittedly, it is the rare occasion when such things are spoken of, but that doesn’t diminish the value of the gift we see presented in 2nd Peter 3.
A scripture that enhances our understanding of what Peter is describing can be gleaned from 1st Timothy 6:16.  Christ’s present abode with GOD is described as being IN the aura of brilliant Glory that would consume a physical being.  “Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power ever-lasting.”  Other scriptures confirm, that our GOD is a ‘consuming fire’. 
  So we have a picture of the potent and lethal aura which GOD the Father emits continually which no mortal can approach or exist within.  (See my article: “My Father, Our Father”)
Christ Rules on Earth
Secondly, we need to keep in mind that during the Millennial Kingdom and thru the second resurrect-tion period, Christ will rule on the Earth alone with His Saints, while His Father remains in Heaven.  We are told that Christ’s mandate is to rule UNTIL His enemies are made His footstool.  This reveals there is a time limit on His ordained Rule, after which His mandate is to terminate!  So, when the last of His enemies are conquered, what changes?

First Corinthians 15 addresses this question clearly: Verse 24: “Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25: For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  26: The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.  27: For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him.  28: And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.”  A most profound revelation!  Not only that God the Father will come to Earth, much later, but that we see two distinct and separate Beings, one working on behalf of the other.  We also see one Being able to co-mingle with sinful humanity in their carnal state, while they’re being introduced to, and some going thru, their redemptive process, while the other Being remains insulated from contact until such point in time that all remaining are Righteous Spirits, so as to not contaminate His Presence with any thought or product or anything of carnal origin.  The phrase “that God may be all in all ” indicates our being absorbed into His Divine existence.  Obviously then, nothing containing sin could be tolerated within Him!
We see Jesus Christ ruling the nations on Earth for 
1000 years plus, 
 after which He surrenders up the 
Kingdom to the Father!  Now, we see this as hap-pening after the ‘last enemy’ (death) is destroyed. Both death and hell (the grave) are to be eliminated in the Lake of Fire that just previously consumed all the wicked, who had just been sentenced thereto!  After that, it will not be possible for death to occur (shedding light on that well-known pronouncement in Revelation 21:4 ), as there will be no beings left alive subject to or capable of it!
So we see the Son reigning on Earth while the Father remains in Heaven.  In what religions is this taught?  Then, after God’s Plan  for man is fully implemented, in which all mortal humans are sentenced to their appropriate end: either eternal Life or extermination in the Lake of Fire which is the second death (from which no resurrection or restoration to existence is possible), the Earth will then see the descent of the Father for the first time to Earth to assume the Family from the One known up to that point in time as the “Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”  (from Isaiah 9:6)
So Peter describes that Advent of GOD the Father to Earth after the millennial and post-millennial age:  After judgment of all of humanity is fully completed and the only living beings then remain-ing have been made righteous immortal Spirit. No longer just ‘begotten’ of God’s Spirit, but ultimately composed of it!  Only after that point in time can those living tolerate the presence of the All-Powerful Father, and can He tolerate theirs!  We have here in 1st Corinthians 15:28 the ultimate encompassing of all living into the over-all Family of GOD.   2nd Peter 3 describes for us the event of GOD the Father’s descent to Earth to accept the Kingdom of Christ and His Saints into His Essence, He becoming the ‘all-in-all’ at that point.  (1st Corinthians 15:28  2nd Peter 1:4)
This is profound in its’ own right, in that we see 
GOD as not being present in Heaven for all eternity!  We see His Son ruling on Earth for 1000+ years, beginning with His second Advent, so who will all the ‘Goin’ to Heaven’ people be with when they supposedly go there?  
   Not with the Lord!
Elemental Dissolution

With the reality of Peter’s description in mind, and with this literal application, we then can draw from his statements a picture of a future beyond original comprehension. 
  Some have speculated that we’re seeing a description of nuclear war, but reading it as Peter stated it, that obviously is inadequate. The heavens will be dissolved and the elements will melt with fervent heat.  As anyone who ever melted metals would realize, it takes an enormous amount of energy to produce this result.  Where is that limitless energy to come from to produce this described result planet wide?
We are again drawn to the description of GOD the Father given in 1st Timothy 6, “…the light which no man can approach unto…”  God is the sum-mation of and source of all that exists, of both matter and energy.  The material universe and its vast effusion of energy is but a fraction of God’s all-sustaining Power: That radiant energy-field that no mortal can exist in or anywhere near.
I submit to you that the descending GOD the Father will be that energy-field Source that will consume all that mankind has ever produced, alter-ing the elemental make-up of material Earth, with His Radiant Presence turning this planet into a brilliant heavenly body, perhaps then the most brilliant locale in the entire universe, emitting not only glorious light, but also being the focal point of the emission of all righteousness into the Universe!  
With this understanding, we can see what Peter was referring to.  Not the start of the Millennial Age, but the next phase of God’s Ultimate Plan for His Creation: His expanded Family.  “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.”  Our visualization of our ultimate destiny remains well beyond our present comprehensive ability, but Peter has ‘opened the door’ for us a little bit.  “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” (1st John 3:2)  Something not possible before?!
As the Stars of Heaven?
Many have been thrown off by the phrase in verse 10, “But the day of the Lord (Kurios) will come as a thief in the night…assuming this refers only to Christ’s descent.  But he repeats, using a different wording in verse 12, calling it “the day of God ” (Theos).  He wasn’t referring to that day of the Lord as we know of it, that series of events leading up to and including the return of Jesus Christ to Earth, to set up His Millennial Reign, but ANOTHER ‘day of the LORD GOD’, when GOD the Father descends to assume the Kingdom from Christ, AFTER the Millennium and final Judgment, as we read of so clearly in 1st Corinthians 15:24-28
Peter was entirely correct in what he wrote.  Just that his description extended beyond the end of this evil age, to the full end of the age of physical hu-man existence, out past the final sentencing of the ‘last Judgment’, to that era beyond, of our purified Spirit-Born ‘Sonship’, regenerated from the human kind and the enjoinment of ourselves into Himself!.

Daniel penned what to some is ‘the unthinkable’ in chapter 12, verse 3:  “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” (Confirmed in Matthew 13:41-43) This describes our Ultimate Destiny!   
Peter describes the time-setting of that for us.    Ω 

Comments on 1st Corinthians 15:24-28 & 2nd Peter 3:10-13
This previous article presents something funda-mentally new to some theological circles.  We should take a more calculated look into the subject of the passages in question.  

2nd Peter 3:10-13 “But the day of the Lord…We are generally conditioned to this expression applying to the events at the end of this age, Christ’s return, where in this case, it represents something unique. We can see that clearly from what happens!  So long as we try to understand this passage in the context of Christ’s return at the onset of the millennium, we are forced to disallow the literality of this account. …will come as a thief in the night;…Unexpectedly! …in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,… With Christ’s return, there is a shout and the sound of a great trumpet, but not the deafening dissolution of our atmosphere that we here see! …and the elements shall melt with fervent heat,…This also distinctly different from what happens at Christ’s return. The scale of this ‘blasting heat’ isn’t localized. …the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.  We have an extreme development:  The fiery elimination of all the works of human craft.  Notice it doesn’t mention the ‘burning-up’ of individuals. There is an important reason for that omission while eliminating all the products of human endeavor.   Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,… Bringing us back to the consideration of continuing human existence, if the Earth is deprived of its atmosphere and its elements are reduced to a molten state, then what physical being could hope to survive?  It makes rather clear that the timeframe beyond this event isn’t meant to accommodate human beings! …Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God,… So, we’re being introduced to the Day of GOD (the Father, not the Son) this time! …wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  Repeating the event for emphasis and clarity!  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.  No human being in his physical state can ever be ‘righteous’ enough to be acceptable in the direct presence of GOD the Father!  His presence can’t tolerate sin, or anything produced by a sinner. (Even a prayer must be ‘processed’ thru the name of His designated Intermediary. (John 14:6))  Thus the need for all Saints to have been made Spirit, prior to this radical reconfiguring of the planet, occurring at the Father’s first descent to Earth.  
This brings us to the question of the state of humanity at this point in time.  Jesus must rule until He has conquered all enemies, the last of which is identified as the institution of death. (1st Corinthians 15:26) Death itself (and its compan-ion, the Grave) will be expunged from existence by means of the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:14)  This is just after all the wicked are consumed therein!  At that point in time, there will be no longer any need for death, as all capable of it will have been assigned their appropriate ‘reward’, either Eternal Life or the Second Death. The final consummation of the second death will be the inclusion of Death itself in the Lake of Fire.  In other words, there will be no physical human beings left alive in original form.  All alive at this point in time will have been brought into the Glorified state, no longer physical, nor subject to death or heat, no matter how intense!
Another exposé on this development is found in 1st Corinthians 15:24-28.  “Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the king-dom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.  For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  A paraphrase of the mandate declared in Psalm 110:1. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. We see that conquest described in Revelation 20:14. For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him.  In other words, there is a Divine Power above and exempt from subordination to Christ, Who awaits a stage of attainment, after which He will enjoin the Kingdom’s progeny to Himself and take the Family from there on into Fully Glorified state!  V. 28: And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.”  Again, very specifically calling attention to the fact of the two-person Godhead, with one having ultimate authority over the other.
Matthew 13:41-43  “The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; (Notice: the Son’s Kingdom will process out ‘all offenders’.)  The process of the second harvest, produced during the ‘latter rains’ period, (the latter day of salvation) will have placed into the Book of Life additional names of all worthy of Life.  Those not entered, …And shall cast them into a furnace of fire:... the rest, are assigned to the Lake of Fire in the General Resurrection. …there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  The expressed frustration of having blown their opportunity. …Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. (Notice: their Father’s Kingdom!) Confirming Daniel’s account in 12:3, which says:  “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” (Are we seeing two different levels of Glory, those who understand, and those who do and who also accomplish something with what they know?) The Glorified Saints who emerge from the Kingdom, will exhibit these characteristics.  The Kingdom of the Father, in His Full Omnipotent Glory, will drastically change the state of this planet, making it an appropriate place for His own Presence as well as those purified and made of His Kind. They will eternally inhabit this New Heaven and New Earth, wherein dwells Righteousness.  
Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” (1 Pet. 3:13)  Concluding the subject passage.
In this context we can better understand the description of the new age beyond the Millennial Era as described in Revelation 21.    
1: “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. (Seas have to be present thru to the end of the Millen-nial age in order for the seas to give up the dead that were in them. (Rev. 20:13) 2: And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  (This is another New Jerusalem, not the one built during the Millennium.)  3: And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. (Not Christ, but speaking of GOD the Father.)  4: And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  5: And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. After this point, the speaker is Christ, referring to Himself.  And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.  6: And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.  7: He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. (Notice the lower case on ‘son’. (Meaning us!))  8: But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 9: And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.  10: And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, The Millennial New Jerusalem is constructed on Earth. For a description of that, see Ezekiel 40 & 41.  11: Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;  12: And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:  13: On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.  14: And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  15: And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.  16: And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thou-sand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal.  17: And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel.  18: And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.  19: And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;  20: The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.  21: And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several 
gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 22: And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.  Both are now present ruling together, not the situation on Earth at any previous time. 23: And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.  24: And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.  Earth’s Kings will then be Glorified.  25: And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.  26: And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.  27: And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.
This is very obviously a distinct and separate world than the physical Millennial Age, in which is provided and presented opportunity for Salva-tion to the vast majority of humankind.  That age will be completely over and the Great White Throne Judgment period concluded before the Day of GOD will begin.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paul’s Theology Wrested and Mis-Construed
This enigmatic passage in 2nd Peter 3:10-13, immediately after, also makes reference to Paul’s writings.  It is in this particular context that we ought to regard Peter’s observation.  Peter said, “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.” (2nd Pet. 3:15-16)   Notice, he mentions Paul as having written of “these things”!  Well, the subject was the Glorification of the Saints of GOD and the full redemption of mankind, and the descent of GOD the Father to Earth to be with mankind, and to enjoin mankind to Himself.   Paul was the most explicit (until perhaps John in Revelation 21) in explaining that Christ would rule on Earth UNTIL a certain point in time, after which GOD the Father would descend also, and assume full control over the Kingdom, enjoining the Family to Himself.  That’s why the commentary above on 1st Corinthians 15:24-28.
“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceed-ing great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature…”  (2 Pet.1:4)

It appears that ‘his divine power’ refers to Christ and the ‘knowledge of him’ refers to the Father whose existence Christ came to make known!  We can’t take on Divine Nature without partaking of the Nature of GOD the Father at the same time!   This was what Peter was using to encourage steadfastness.           Ω
�  Revelation 1:5-6, 5:10 & 20:6


�  Hebrews 1:8-9  “But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.  Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.


�  Deuteronomy 4:24,  9:3,  Hebrews 12:29


�  The ‘plus’ period being possibly up to another century beyond the millennium, based on Isaiah 65:20, the era known as the second resurrection period, in which those who never had opportunity for salvation are to be afforded opportunity, after which the resurrection to final sentencing of all but those previously glorified in the first resurrection.  This being the culmination of the Great White Throne judgment of Revelation 20:11


�   “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new...”  Revelation 21:1-5





�  “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” 1st Corinthians 2:9-10 
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